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COMPARATIVE MILITARISM. 

By Arthur MacDonald, Anthropologist, Washington, D. C. 



One way to estimate militarism in a country is to give the 
number of soldiers and sailors (including officers) in time of 
peace, relative to the population, which is done in column 2 of 
the following table. The countries are arranged according to a 
descending scale of militarism, Roumania being highest, which 
is 15,700 soldiers and sailors per million population. United 
States is last having only 1,111 soldiers and sailors per million 
population. Sweden is second, having 15,299 soldiers and 
sailors per million population. France is third, having 14,874 
per million population, but she is highest of all the larger 
nations in degree of militarism. Servia is fourth, Bulgaria 
fifth, and Turkey sixth. Germany is seventh, but of the 
larger nations she is second, being next to France in degree of 
militarism. Italy is eighth, Greece ninth, Austria-Hungary 
tenth, and so on down. 

In some of the countries no trustworthy data as to sailors are 
obtainable, especially in the Balkan States, which, however, 
stand very high in militarism on land; they are rated without 
regard to their militarism on sea. If we compare the larger 
nations only, the order in degree of militarism (column 2) is 
France first, then Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Russia, 
Great Britain, and the United States which is by far the least 
military of all. 

In column 3, the figures are given for militarism on land 
only; the order is practically the same as in column 2 for both 
land and sea, except Great Britain, which is very low in mili- 
tarism on land. In column 4, the figures are given for mili- 
tarism on sea alone, the order being Great Britain first, then 
Sweden, Italy, France, Germany, Russia and so on. Great 
Britain's militarism on sea is more than three times as much 
as any other country; she is the only country having more 
sailors than soldiers. It will be found on the whole that 
militarism is according to geographical and political necessity. 
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In columns 5 and 6 are given the absolute numbers of sol- 
diers and sailors (officers and men) in army and navy. The 
popular mind generally rates the militarism of a country 
according to the size of its army, which is incorrect, for the 
army might be large simply because the country is large; thus 
Russia has by far the largest army; so the United States, a 
non-military country, has a larger army than most of the 
Balkan States, which are bristling with militarism. 

Also it would not do to estimate militarism according to 
amount of money paid out per capita of population (columns 
7 and 8) ; for a country might have a much higher degree of 
militarism than it had money to carry it out; also larger and 
richer nations would have a high degree of militarism. Thus 
Great Britain's per capita rate for army and navy combined 
is the highest, making it most military of all, which is not 
true. 

In column 9 is given the number of bordering nations for 
each country. Other things being equal, a nation having a 
large number of countries bordering upon it would be expected 
to have a larger army for its protection, especially if these 
other countries were first-class powers. 

The true way, therefore, to estimate militarism, is according 
to the number of both soldiers and sailors, relative to popula- 
tion in times of peace. 
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COMPARATIVE MILITARISM* 
(Time of Peace.) 
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* The Bgures in this table are based upon official data. Blanks indicate that reliable data were not 
obtainable. 



